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Introduction

This resource celebrates the life and work
of Dolly Parton, whose music and story
have connected with people across
generations. As a singer, songwriter,
actress, author, businesswoman and
philanthropist, Dolly built a career that
lasted for more than six decades.

Born into a large family in the Great Smoky
Mountains of Tennessee, Dolly grew up with
a love of music and storytelling. From these
modest beginnings, she became one of the
world’s best-known performers. Songs
including Jolene, 9 to 5, Coat of Many
Colors and I Will Always Love You continue
to be enjoyed by audiences of all ages.

Dolly is also known for her humour, honesty
and generosity. Her work to support literacy
and education has helped millions of
children and families. Her life reflects the
importance of determination, kindness,
family and staying true to yourself.

Music can encourage memories,
conversation and connection. A familiar
song may remind us of a person, a place or
a time in our lives. Sharing these memories
can help people learn more about one
another and enjoy time together.

We hope this resource brings opportunities
to sing, talk, remember and celebrate. Most
of all, we hope you find something to
inspire you as we recognise the life, music
and lasting contribution of Dolly Parton.

HilaryA Message from
Hilary Woodhead NAPA's
Chief Executive Officer

An inclusive biography, music and
activity resource

Dolly Parton is one of the world’s most recognisable
singers, songwriters, actors, businesspeople and
philanthropists. Her remarkable life is a story of
creativity, determination, humour, kindness and the
courage to remain true to yourself.

This resource looks back at Dolly’s childhood, career,
music and charitable work while celebrating her
continuing influence. It includes discussion questions,
creative projects, a word search, a crossword
challenge, song activities and quizzes.

The activities can be adapted for schools, libraries,
community groups, music clubs, care settings and
family celebrations. They are designed to include
people with different physical, sensory,
communication, cognitive and learning abilities.

Facilitators should use legally accessed recordings
and authorised lyric sources. Complete song lyrics
have not been reproduced in this resource.

https://youtu.be/0kDfV65FUZo


Inclusive Facilitation
Guidance
Before beginning, consider the
individual needs, strengths, interests
and preferred communication
methods of participants. Avoid
assuming that everyone with the same
diagnosis or disability will need the
same support.

General Accessibility Tips
Explain activities using short, clear
sentences.
Demonstrate each activity as well
as describing it.
Offer instructions in spoken, written,
picture or symbol form.
Break longer activities into smaller
steps.
Provide large-print materials when
required.
Use high-contrast colours and
uncluttered page layouts.
Allow extra time without drawing
unnecessary attention to it.
Offer rest breaks and access to a
quiet space.
Reduce background noise during
listening and discussion.
Let participants work individually,
with a partner or in a small group.
Provide alternatives to handwriting,
such as typing, drawing, pointing,
selecting picture cards or dictating
to someone.
Allow seated participation in all
activities.
Make sharing and performing
optional.
Provide headphones or ear
defenders for people who are
sensitive to sound.
Use captions, transcripts or visual
descriptions when available.
Accept different forms of
participation as equally valuable.
Focus on creativity and enjoyment
rather than speed, neatness or
spelling.
Ask participants what support
would help instead of making
assumptions.

Dolly’s Childhood in Tennessee
Dolly Rebecca Parton was born on 19 January 1946 in
Locust Ridge, Tennessee, near the Great Smoky
Mountains. She was the fourth of twelve children.
Dolly’s family had little money, but their home was
filled with music, stories, faith and imagination. Her
mother, Avie Lee, sang traditional songs and passed
stories down to her children. Dolly’s grandfather was
a preacher, and church music was an important part
of family and community life.

Growing up in the mountains gave Dolly a deep
appreciation for nature, family and Appalachian
culture. She heard gospel music, traditional ballads,
folk songs and country music. These influences later
became part of her songwriting.

Dolly has always spoken openly about the poverty
her family experienced. Rather than hiding her
childhood, she transformed her memories into
creative work. Her songs tell stories about handmade
clothes, family relationships, mountain traditions,
hard work and the importance of dignity.

Dolly began singing at church and writing songs
when she was very young. She performed on local
radio and television programmes and recorded her
first song as a child. Her uncle, Bill Owens, recognised
her talent and helped her gain experience in the
music business.

At thirteen, Dolly performed at the Grand Ole Opry in
Nashville. This was an important early experience for
a young person who dreamed of becoming a
professional performer.

Think and Discuss
Which people encouraged Dolly when she was
young?
How did her surroundings influence her music?
Why might people turn difficult experiences into
songs or stories?
What music, stories or traditions are important to
you?
What talents would you like to develop?
Who helps you feel confident about your abilities?

Participants may answer verbally, write their
responses, draw pictures, use symbols or select from
prepared answer cards.



Moving to Nashville
After graduating from high school in
1964, Dolly moved to Nashville to pursue
a career in music. Nashville was already
an important centre of the country-
music industry, but success was not
guaranteed.
Dolly wrote songs for other performers
while working to establish herself as a
recording artist. Some people
encouraged her to record pop music,
but Dolly remained committed to the
country sound that reflected her
background and interests.

A major change came in 1967 when
Dolly joined The Porter Wagoner Show.
Porter Wagoner was an established
country star, and his television
programme introduced Dolly to a much
larger audience. Dolly and Porter also
recorded successful duets.
Although the partnership helped her
career, Dolly eventually wanted to work
independently. Leaving was difficult
because she appreciated Porter’s
support, but she knew she needed to
make her own decisions. She wrote “I
Will Always Love You” during this period
as an expression of gratitude and
farewell.

The song was later recorded by Whitney
Houston and became known around
the world. Its history demonstrates how
one song can connect with different
performers and generations.

Dolly’s decision to follow an
independent path teaches an
important lesson: it is possible to
appreciate a mentor while recognising
that it is time to begin a new chapter.

Dolly the Songwriter
Songwriting is at the heart of Dolly’s career. Her songs explore
love, jealousy, work, family, faith, poverty, hope, heartbreak,
humour, home and personal freedom.

Dolly’s songs often tell complete stories in only a few minutes.
She may introduce a character, establish a problem and
create an emotional turning point using a small number of
carefully chosen details.

“Coat of Many Colors” was inspired by Dolly’s childhood. The
song connects a handmade coat with family love, imagination
and dignity.

“Jolene” presents an urgent appeal to a beautiful woman
whom the narrator fears may take her partner. The song
creates tension through its direct form of address and
memorable repetition.

“9 to 5” celebrates working people while criticising unfair
treatment and the experience of working hard without
receiving proper recognition.

“Light of a Clear Blue Morning” expresses hope and relief after
a difficult period. It reminds listeners that hardship does not
necessarily last forever.

Dolly’s songwriting demonstrates that a simple phrase can
carry several meanings. Her songs may begin with personal
experiences but connect with people whose lives are very
different from her own.

bbc.co.uk – © copyright 2026 BBC

https://archive-downloader.bbcrewind.co.uk/?q=Dolly%20Parton


Film, Television and Business
Dolly expanded her career beyond recording. She
appeared in films including 9 to 5, The Best Little
Whorehouse in Texas and Steel Magnolias. Her
performances allowed her to combine humour,
warmth and emotional honesty.

In 9 to 5, Dolly starred alongside Jane Fonda and
Lily Tomlin. The film explored workplace
inequality, bullying and the frustration of
employees who were not respected. Dolly also
wrote and performed the film’s famous title song.

Dolly became a successful businesswoman as
well as a performer. In 1986, she joined the
development of the Tennessee theme park that
became Dollywood.

Dollywood provides entertainment while
celebrating Appalachian music, crafts, food and
storytelling. It also creates employment and
attracts visitors to the East Tennessee region
where Dolly grew up.

Her business career challenges the stereotype
that someone who enjoys glamour and
entertainment cannot also be a thoughtful and
effective entrepreneur.

A Champion of Reading
One of Dolly’s most significant achievements
exists beyond the stage. In 1995, she founded
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library through the
Dollywood Foundation.

The programme began in Sevier County,
Tennessee. It was inspired partly by Dolly’s father,
who could not read or write. Dolly wanted young
children to experience the excitement of
receiving and owning books.

The Imagination Library mails free, age-
appropriate books to registered children from
birth to age five in participating communities. The
programme has expanded internationally and
distributes millions of books each month.

The project demonstrates Dolly’s belief that
dreams need practical support. Encouraging
children to read is important, but placing books
directly in their homes removes a barrier and
makes reading part of family life.

The Imagination Library began as a local idea
and grew because communities supported and
adopted it. It shows how one person’s experience
can inspire an initiative with an international
impact.

Generosity and Community
Dolly created the Dollywood Foundation in 1988 to
support educational achievement in her home
county. Its early work included the Buddy Program,
which encouraged young people to complete high
school.

She has also supported disaster-relief efforts,
including help for families affected by wildfires in
East Tennessee.

Dolly’s example shows that generosity is not
measured only in money. People can share time,
knowledge, encouragement, attention and
creativity. Effective kindness should respond to
what people genuinely need rather than focusing
attention on the giver.

Her career is therefore about more than fame. It
brings together music, storytelling, business,
literacy and service to others.



Description
Dolly often draws inspiration from her childhood
home. Participants explore the sights, sounds and
feelings associated with a place that matters to
them.

You Will Need
Plain paper
Pencils
Coloured pencils or felt-tip pens
Optional magazines, scissors and glue
A legally accessed Dolly Parton recording

What You Do
1.Think of a meaningful place, such as your

home, neighbourhood, school, favourite
outdoor space or an imaginary location.

2.Draw a simple map of the place.
3.Add the sounds heard there, such as birds,

traffic, music, conversations or weather.
4.Use colours and symbols to show how

different parts of the place make you feel.
5.Choose one location on the map.
6.Write four descriptive lines about its sights,

sounds and atmosphere.
7.Turn the lines into the beginning of a poem or

song.
8.Share your map if you would like to.

Adapting the Activity
Provide a raised-line map, textured materials
or tactile objects for participants with visual
impairments.
Let participants describe their place while
another person draws or writes.
Offer picture and symbol cards representing
places, sounds and emotions.
Use a large sheet of paper for participants
who find fine motor movements difficult.
Allow participants to build a map with objects
instead of drawing.
For participants who prefer a simpler task, ask
them to choose one place, one sound and
one feeling.
Do not require anyone to describe a personal
place. An imaginary or favourite fictional
location is equally suitable.

Activity Ideas
Musical Memory Map

Description
Dolly moved to Nashville with a dream of
becoming a professional songwriter and
performer. Participants imagine what they
would need for a journey towards one of their
own ambitions.

You Will Need
Paper
Pens or pencils
Coloured pencils
Optional collage materials
A suitcase-shaped template
Optional picture or symbol cards

What You Do
Identify a dream, goal or experience you
would like to pursue.
Draw or select a picture of a large, open
suitcase.
Choose five things to place inside it.
Include physical objects or qualities such
as courage, humour or patience.
Draw, write, select or place each item
inside the suitcase.
Explain why every item would be useful.
Identify one possible obstacle.
Choose something from the suitcase that
could help.
Complete the sentence: “I will know I am
making progress when…”

Adapting the Activity
Provide ready-cut pictures that
participants can select and stick onto the
suitcase.
Reduce the number of items from five to
two or three.
Offer choices between qualities such as
brave, patient and kind.
Let participants choose a short-term goal
rather than a major life ambition.
Accept goals involving enjoyment,
relationships, independence or wellbeing.
Allow participants to dictate their ideas or
record them as an audio message.
Use a real suitcase and physical objects
for a more sensory, concrete experience.
Avoid pressuring participants to disclose
private dreams.

The Dream Suitcase



Write an Original Story-Song

Description
Participants create an original song using
character, setting, conflict and emotion.
Existing Dolly Parton lyrics should not be
copied.

You Will Need
Paper
Pens or pencils
Optional musical instruments
Optional voice-recording device
Character, setting and emotion cards

What You Do
Invent or select a main character.
Choose where the story takes place.
Decide what the character wants.
Create an obstacle.
Write or record a sentence introducing the
situation.
Add a sentence describing the problem.
Explain the character’s decision or
discovery.
Create an original chorus expressing the
main emotion.
Add one or two verses if desired.
Read, speak, sign or sing the song.
Revise anything that is unclear.
Give the song a title.

Adapting the Activity
Let participants arrange picture cards to
create a story.
Provide sentence starters such as “There
once was…” and “The problem was…”
Allow participants to create a spoken-word
piece instead of a sung song.
Use switches, communication devices or
music-making apps when available.
Invite one participant to create a rhythm
while another supplies words.
Accept humming, percussion or sound
effects as part of the composition.
Reduce the task to creating a title and one
repeated chorus.
A support person can write down a
participant’s dictated words without
changing them.

Design a 
Dolly-Inspired 
Stage Costume

Description
Dolly is known for colourful clothes, sparkling
costumes and an individual style. Participants
create an original costume inspired by a theme.

You Will Need
Plain paper or costume templates
Pencils and erasers
Coloured pens
Fabric scraps or coloured paper
Glue
Ribbon, sequins or craft gems
Safety scissors

What You Do
Choose a theme, such as a mountain sunrise,
butterflies, books, gardens or Nashville
lights.
Decide what kind of performance the
costume is for.
Sketch or build the outfit.
Select colours that represent the theme.
Add patterns, symbols and decorative
details.
Consider whether the performer could move
comfortably.
Label five design features.
Explain what each feature represents.
Add an accessory.
Give the costume a name.
Display the designs in a fashion exhibition.

Adapting the Activity
Provide pre-cut shapes, self-adhesive
decorations and easy-grip tools.
Use large templates for participants with
limited fine motor control.
Offer tactile fabrics with different textures.
Describe colours and visual features to
participants with visual impairments.
Allow participants to direct another person
who assembles the design.
Use magnetic pieces or reusable sticky
shapes.
Reduce the number of required design
features.
Avoid materials that create uncomfortable
sensory experiences.

Activity Ideas Continued



Create a Fair Workplace

Description
Dolly’s song and film 9 to 5 explore hard work,
inequality and the wish to be respected.
Participants design a workplace where
everyone is treated fairly.

You Will Need
Large sheets of paper
Pens and markers
Sticky notes
Workplace picture cards
Optional scenario cards

What You Do
Form small groups or work with a partner.
Invent a workplace, such as a café,
recording studio or bookshop.
List or select the jobs people perform
there.
Identify problems that could make the
workplace unfair.
Discuss what workers need to feel
respected.
Create a Fair Work Charter containing five
promises.
Include a rule about sharing
responsibilities.
Add a way for workers to raise concerns.
Include a promise about rest and
wellbeing.
Present the charter in a suitable format.
Explain which promise is most important.

Adapting the Activity
Provide examples using clear, familiar
situations.
Use fair and unfair picture cards.
Role-play workplace situations instead of
discussing them abstractly.
Let participants contribute one rule rather
than completing the full charter.
Use a talking object so each person has a
clear opportunity to contribute.
Allow written, spoken, signed or recorded
presentations.
Avoid asking participants to reveal
difficult workplace experiences.
Include accessibility, flexible
communication and reasonable
adjustments in the charter.

Song-Story Detectives

Description
Participants listen closely to a Dolly Parton song
and investigate its characters, emotions and story.

You Will Need
A legally accessed recording
A music player and speaker
Headphones, if helpful
Paper
Pens or pencils
Emotion cards or symbols

Suggested songs include “Coat of Many Colors,”
“Jolene,” “9 to 5” and “Light of a Clear Blue Morning.”

What You Do
Introduce the title of the song.
Play the song once without explaining its
meaning.
Choose or write three words describing its
mood.
Play the song a second time.
Identify who appears to be telling the story.
Decide who the narrator may be addressing.
Identify the main problem, hope or emotion.
Notice whether the feeling changes during the
song.
Discuss how the instruments, tempo and voice
support the story.
Create an alternative title.
Compare interpretations with the group.

Adapting the Activity
Provide a quiet listening area or headphones for
people who are distracted by background noise.
Lower the volume and allow participants to sit
farther from the speaker.
Provide captions or an authorised printed lyric
source for Deaf or hard-of-hearing participants.
Describe important musical features using
visual words such as fast, slow, gentle or strong.
Provide emotion cards with faces, colours or
symbols.
Ask one question at a time.
Play a short section rather than the entire song.
Let participants respond by pointing, drawing,
signing or selecting a card.
Participants with hearing impairments can
explore rhythm through vibration, visualisers or
percussion instruments.

Activity Ideas Continued



The Kindness Amplifier

Description
Participants investigate how one thoughtful
action can create wider positive effects.

You Will Need
Large paper
Pens or pencils
Coloured markers
Sticky notes
Picture cards showing helpful actions

What You Do
Choose one realistic act of kindness.
Write, draw or place it in the centre of the
paper.
Draw three branches leading away from it.
Add one possible positive effect to each
branch.
Add further branches showing how the
effects might spread.
Identify anything that could prevent the
action from being useful.
Ask whether the intended recipient wants
this form of help.
Revise the idea if necessary.
Make a simple action plan.
Carry out the action if it is safe and
appropriate.
Reflect on what happened.

Adapting the Activity
Provide examples such as listening to
someone, sharing a book or helping with a
task.
Use pictures instead of written words.
Create one shared group diagram.
Focus on one action and one result.
Let participants choose an action that
matches their energy and ability.
Emphasise that receiving help, asking for
help and setting boundaries are also valid.
Do not suggest that disabled people must
always receive help rather than contribute
it.
Recognise many forms of contribution,
including presence, ideas, encouragement
and companionship.

Remembering and Celebrating
Dolly Showcase

Description
This final activity brings together music, art,
writing, reading and kindness in a celebration of
Dolly’s life and influence.

You Will Need
Completed activity work
Display boards or wall space
Tables at accessible heights
Labels and signs
A speaker and legally accessed recordings
Reflection cards
Optional refreshments and certificates

What You Do
Select artwork, writing and projects for
display.
Create areas for music, songwriting,
costumes, literacy and kindness.
Add a short explanation to each display.
Set up a listening station.
Invite participants to perform original songs
or poems.
Display the handmade books in a reading
corner.
Present the Dollywood attraction designs.
Offer the word search, crossword and quizzes.
Create a kindness wall.
Complete the sentence: “One lesson I can
learn from Dolly Parton is…”
Share selected reflections.
Finish by celebrating creativity, individuality,
literacy, humour and generosity.

Adapting the Activity
Check that routes, tables, seating and display
areas are wheelchair accessible.
Provide seating throughout the event.
Create a quiet area away from music and
crowds.
Schedule quiet visiting periods with lower
lighting and sound.
Provide large-print, braille, audio or easy-
read display information where possible.
Add captions to video material and visual
descriptions to images.
Keep music at a comfortable level and
provide ear defenders.

Activity Ideas Continued



Design a Dollywood Attraction

Description
Participants invent a theme-park attraction
celebrating Dolly’s life, music or values.

You Will Need
Large paper or card
Pencils and coloured markers
Recycled model-making materials
Glue and tape
Scissors
Picture examples of different attractions

What You Do
Choose whether to design a ride,
exhibition, garden, performance, trail or
workshop.
Select an aspect of Dolly’s story to
celebrate.
Give the attraction a name.
Describe what visitors will see, hear and do.
Draw or build the attraction.
Include at least one accessibility feature.
Include one environmentally responsible
feature.
Decide which age groups can participate.
Create a slogan of no more than ten
words.
Prepare a one-minute presentation.

Adapting the Activity
Provide a choice board showing different
attraction types.
Use building blocks or modelling materials
instead of drawing.
Let participants describe the attraction
while another person records the ideas.
Provide examples of accessible features
such as step-free access, quiet sessions,
captions and audio description.
Reduce the design to a name, theme and
one main feature.
Allow a recorded presentation rather than
a live one.
Create mixed-ability teams with clearly
shared roles.
Ensure the imagined attraction includes
participants with varied mobility, sensory
and communication needs.

Create a Picture 
Book with 
a Purpose

Description
Inspired by the Imagination Library, participants
plan a picture book exploring kindness, courage,
curiosity or belonging.

You Will Need
Paper
Pencils and erasers
Coloured pencils or crayons
Stapler or ribbon
Picture cards
Sample picture books

What You Do
Choose a value for the story.
Invent or select a main character.
Decide what the character wants.
Create a problem.
Add a helper, discovery or important event.
Plan the story using six pictures.
Add a sentence or short caption to each
picture.
Show how the character changes.
Design a front cover.
Create a title.
Assemble the pages.
Share the story in your preferred way.

Adapting the Activity
Provide a three-page version instead of six
pages.
Use photographs, symbols, stickers or
magazine pictures.
Allow participants to tell the story aloud
while someone records it.
Create a tactile book using textured
materials.
Use large print, braille labels or recorded
narration when appropriate.
Offer sentence starters.
Let pairs create a book together.
Accept a wordless picture book.
For participants who find open-ended
choices difficult, provide two characters, two
settings and two problems from which to
choose.

Activity Ideas Continued



BUTTERFLIES
IMAGINATION
SONGWRITER
TENNESSEE
DOLLYWOOD
NASHVILLE

KINDNESS
ACTRESS
COUNTRY
CHARITY
BLONDE
PARTON

GUITAR
JOLENE
DREAMS
DOLLY
BOOKS
MUSIC

Dolly Parton Themed Word Search

Can you find the words related to Dolly Parton in the grid below?

Activity Ideas Continued



Dolly Crossword Challenge
Use the clues to identify words connected with Dolly’s
biography, songs and achievements.

Across:
2. The mountain

region of
Tennessee where
Dolly grew up

6. Dolly Parton’s
Imagination Library
provides these to
children

7. The full name
of the famous
country music
singer and
songwriter

9. Singer who
recorded Islands in
the Stream with
Dolly

10. Dolly Parton’s
main profession

11. Dolly Parton’s
literacy
programme gives
books to children
through her ___
Library

12. Dolly Parton’s
husband

14. Theme park in
Tennessee
associated with
Dolly Parton

15. Famous US
city known as the
home of country
music

19. The US state
where Dolly Parton
was born

Down:
1. A value strongly associated with Dolly Parton and her charitable work
3. Singer who had a hugely successful version of Dolly’s song I Will Always Love You
4. Someone who writes songs, a role Dolly is famous for
5. Dolly Parton song and film about working life
6. A theme associated with Dolly’s style and the title of one of her songs
8. Country music star who worked with Dolly early in her career
13. The style of music Dolly is best known for
16. Musical instrument Dolly often plays
17. A famous Dolly Parton song tells the story of a colourful one
18. One of Dolly Parton’s most famous songs

Activity Ideas Continued



Name That Dolly Song

Description
Participants identify Dolly Parton songs from descriptions of their stories and
themes.

You Will Need
The questions below
Answer sheets
Pens or pencils
Optional recordings
Song-title cards

What You Do
Read or listen to each description.
Select or write the song title.
Compare answers with a partner.
Listen to legally accessed recordings.
Discuss which details helped confirm each answer.

Questions
1.Which song tells the story of a child who values a coat handmade by her

mother?
2.Which song directly addresses a woman whose beauty worries the narrator?
3.Which song focuses on employees working hard in an unfair workplace?
4.Which farewell song did Dolly write when leaving her professional partnership

with Porter Wagoner?
5.Which hopeful song uses the image of a bright morning after difficulty?
6.Which song shares its title with Dolly’s home state?
7.Which song is connected with the Great Smoky Mountains?
8.Which song became associated with both Dolly Parton and Whitney Houston?

Answers
1. “Coat of Many Colors”
2.“Jolene”
3.“9 to 5”
4.“I Will Always Love You”
5.“Light of a Clear Blue Morning”
6.“Tennessee Homesick Blues”
7.“Smoky Mountain Memories”
8.“I Will Always Love You”

Adapting the Activity
Display song-title cards so participants can point to an answer.
Play short musical extracts as additional clues.
Use pictures representing a coat, workplace, mountain or morning.
Reduce the number of possible answers.
Allow extra listening time.
Provide captions or authorised written lyrics when required.
Let participants work in teams.
Accept a gesture, picture selection or communication-device response.

Activity Ideas Continued



Lyric and Theme Quiz

Activity Ideas Continued

Description
This copyright-safe quiz explores the themes
and storytelling in Dolly’s songs. Participants
may consult lyrics from an authorised
source, but complete lyrics should not be
copied.

You Will Need
Legally accessed recordings
Authorised lyric sources
Paper
Pens or pencils
Emotion and theme cards

What You Do
Listen to the selected songs.
Read or listen to the questions.
Play each song again if needed.
Record or communicate an answer.
Identify musical or story details
supporting the answer.
Discuss responses with the group.
Accept different interpretations when
supported by the song.

Questions
1. In “Coat of Many Colors,” why is the coat

valuable?
2.What emotion is strongest in “Jolene”?
3.What workplace problems are criticised in

“9 to 5”?
4.Why can “I Will Always Love You” be

understood as a farewell?
5.What change in feeling occurs in “Light of

a Clear Blue Morning”?
6.How does repetition increase the effect of

“Jolene”?
7.Which song connects most clearly with

Dolly’s childhood?
8.Which song makes a serious point while

sounding energetic?
9.What qualities do Dolly’s narrators

demonstrate?
10.Which song would you introduce to a new

listener?

Suggested Answers
1. It represents her mother’s love, effort and

storytelling.
2.Fear, urgency, insecurity or jealousy.
3.Lack of recognition, unequal power and unfair

rewards.
4.Dolly wrote it while leaving a professional

partnership.
5.The narrator moves from difficulty towards

hope.
6. It communicates urgency and keeps

attention on the person being addressed.
7.“Coat of Many Colors.”
8.“9 to 5.”
9.Courage, honesty, determination, vulnerability

or hope.
10.Answers will vary.

Adapting the Activity
Ask one question at a time.
Replace open questions with two or three
clear choices.
Use emotion cards for questions about mood.
Let participants draw their responses.
Provide extra processing and listening time.
Use short sections of songs.
Allow answers through speech, sign language,
writing, pointing or a communication device.
Give participants the questions before playing
the music.
Remove the scoring element when it may
create anxiety.



Description
This quiz reviews Dolly’s childhood, career,
music, business achievements and contribution
to literacy.

You Will Need
The quiz questions
Answer sheets
Pens or pencils
Optional timer
Answer cards

What You Do
Work individually, with a partner or in a team.
Answer every question in a preferred format.
Award one point for each correct answer if
using scores.
Discuss any surprising facts.
Complete the bonus question.
Celebrate participation as well as correct
answers.

Questions
1.On what date was Dolly born?
2. In which US state was she born?
3.How many children were in the Parton

family?
4.What position was Dolly in the family?
5.Which city did she move to after high

school?
6.Which television performer helped introduce

Dolly to a national audience?
7.Which song was connected with Dolly

leaving that partnership?
8.Which film did Dolly make with Jane Fonda

and Lily Tomlin?
9.What is the name of Dolly’s theme park?

10. In what year did the Imagination Library
begin?

11.What does the Imagination Library provide?
12.Who partly inspired Dolly to create the

programme?
13.What numbers appear in Dolly’s famous

workplace song?
14.Name one film in which Dolly appeared.
15.Name two qualities demonstrated by Dolly’s

life.

Dolly Parton General Knowledge Quiz

Answers
1. 19 January 1946
2.Tennessee
3.Twelve
4.She was the fourth child
5.Nashville
6.Porter Wagoner
7.“I Will Always Love You”
8.9 to 5
9.Dollywood

10.1995
11.Free books for registered young children in

participating communities
12.Her father
13.Nine and five
14.Possible answers include 9 to 5, Steel

Magnolias and The Best Little Whorehouse in
Texas

15.Creativity, courage, humour, determination,
generosity, independence or kindness

Bonus Question
What do you think is Dolly Parton’s most
important contribution, and why?

Adapting the Activity
Turn the quiz into a cooperative group
challenge.
Provide two answer choices for each
question.
Use picture-based answer cards.
Read every question aloud.
Avoid strict time limits.
Allow participants to consult the biography.
Use ten questions instead of fifteen.
Award points for teamwork, discussion and
effort.
Allow non-speaking participants to indicate
answers by looking, pointing or using
assistive technology.

Activity Ideas Continued



Final Reflection
Dolly Parton’s story is not simply about becoming
famous. It is about transforming personal
experiences into creative work, taking
opportunities, overcoming setbacks and using
success to help other people.
Her childhood did not provide wealth or easy
access to the entertainment industry. It did provide
music, stories, relationships and a strong sense of
place. Dolly developed those early influences
through practice, hard work and determination.

Her songs demonstrate that popular music can
explore complicated emotions and social issues.
Her business career shows that creativity and
planning can work together. Her Imagination
Library demonstrates how a personal concern can
become a practical response to a widespread
need.

An inclusive celebration recognises that people do
not all read, write, listen, communicate, move or
create in the same way. Adaptations should not
make an activity less meaningful. They should offer
different routes towards the same opportunity to
participate, make choices and express ideas.

A fitting celebration of Dolly Parton should include
music, colour and sparkle. It should also recognise
her songwriting, intelligence, independence,
generosity and belief in the power of books.

Finish by choosing one Dolly-
inspired challenge:

1.Write, draw, speak or record a song or poem
about home.

2.Thank someone who has encouraged your
talents.

3.Share a book or story with another person.
4.Suggest one way to make a school, workplace

or community more accessible.
5.Take one achievable action that helps

someone else.
6.Try something creative without worrying about

perfection.
7.Write, draw or communicate a dream and one

practical step towards achieving it.
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